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Full Council Meeting Minutes 	Monday 11th May 2026, 7.30pm start 
	 
MINUTES 
	Whittle-le-Woods Village Hall, Whittle-le-Woods 

	Attendance 
	Cllr Chris Briscoe                       Cllr Will Yates

	 
	Cllr Steve Fogerty                      Cllr Jamie Halliwell

	 
	Cllr Phil Holmes                 	   

	 
	Cllr Colin Evans                      

	 
	Cllr Wendy McDonald 	              

	 
	 	Clerking: N Griffiths 

	Meeting opened at 7.35pm
	


1. Apologises – Dedrah Moss
Chair confirmed Cllr Peter Higham and Cllr Barbara had resigned as councillors from Whittle Le Woods Parish Council with immediate effect.
Chair welcomed New Cllr Colin Evans. Cllr Colin Evans was Co Opted onto the council
2. Declarations of interest and dispensation – No Declarations 
3. Minutes of previous Council meetings – April Minutes where not signed off at the May Meeting, due to Cllr Briscoe not returning any amendments to clerk ahead of the meeting after being asked specifically by the clerk. Cllr Briscoe brought the amendments to the meeting. Clerk will amend accordingly and April minutes will be signed off at Junes Parish meeting.
4. Statutory Business 
4.1 Planning - Consider planning report, approve responses and ratify responses made between meetings or to meet deadlines. 

26/00364/FUL – Proposal: Erection of 1no detached bungalow following demolition of existing garage land to the west of 21-25 Birchin Lane Whittle-le-Woods
Location: Civic Offices Union Street, Chorley, PR7 1AL
Comment – Neighbours to be consulted and materials to be used to be in keeping with the surrounding area.

26/00375/FULHH – Proposal: Civic Offices Union Street, Chorley, PR7 1AL Part two Storey side/rear, part single storey rear extension including roof terrace.
Location: 20 Foxglove Drive, Whittle-le-Woods, Chorley, PR6 7SG
Comment: Neighbours to be consulted and materials to be used to be in keeping with the surrounding area.



5. Financial items 

5.1 Consider and approve expenditures in the circulated report, and any after the agenda, submitted to the meeting  
Resolved: Council approved payments, Cllr Higham is no longer a councillor, who had access to the bank, we were not able to make payments at this point. Cllr Higham refused prior to his resignation, not to hand anything over regarding the bank information to the clerk so the clerk could check what transactions have entered and exited the bank. The Clerk is also the Responsible Finance Officer for Whittle le Woods Parish.
Resolved: Cllrs agreed Cllr Fogarty and Clerk N Griffiths to be signatures on the Royal Bank of Scotland and Unity Bank with immediate effect and all other signatures removed. Instructed and agreed by chair and councillors.

5.2      Reconciliation of Bank to be signed off
Comment – The Clerk has been unable to do her duty to do the reconciliation of the bank for April 2026, this is due to Cllr Higham before he resigned refusing to make payments and providing the clerk with Bank statements for the month of April. This is not acceptable and is withholding public money, and is stopping the clerk to do her role duties. Cllrs agreed that the bank mandate needs changing and we need the bank cheque book from Cllr Higham so payments can be made in the meantime. Cllr Higham also refused to hand over Banks details to the Chair.

5.3     Approval of Internal Audit and review of the effectiveness of the internal Audit
Update – Clerk Confirmed the internal Auditor had signed off the accounts.

5.4     Approval of Section 1&2 of the Annual Return (AGAR)3 for the External Auditors
Actioned – Approved and signed off by the Chair. Clerk will submit paperwork to AGAR.

5.5     Review of Risk Assessment
Update – Clerk explained the Risk assessment had not been updated since 2023. The clerk will go through the Risk assessment and get signed off at June’s Meeting

5.6 Review of Audit Asset List
Update – Clerk Provided all Cllrs with a copy of the Asset List. The clerk explained to all Cllrs that the Asset List had also not been reviewed since 2023. The Clerk had emailed the asset list to all Cllrs ahead of the meeting. The clerk asked at the meeting if everybody could look through the Asset list and make the clerk aware of any changes that are required. It may need an additional meeting to finalise it.




6.        Clerks Update
6.1      Licence progress update for the land for youth/community shelter
Update: The Clerk confirmed she had sent further information required to Michael Davies at Chorley Borough council regarding the licences and had not received any further update. The clerk will chase Michael Davies to get an update on the progression of the licence for the community shelter.
The Chair explained to the Cllrs she was not happy that Cllr Moss had sent a leaflet to the residents of Whittle le Woods claiming she had done all the work involved regarding the community shelter. This is completely incorrect. It was Cllr Briscoe that has done the work with help from the clerk with the legalities.
Cllr Briscoe read out an email he had sent to the clerk regarding the leaflet that had been issued to residents detailing involvement of Whittle le Woods parish not Cllr Moss.
The chair asked the clerk to make a complaint to Alistar Bradley regarding this matter and copy Cllr Moss in the email.  
The Chair asked for this to be put back on the agenda in June.

6.2     Defibrillators updated for May – are all checks up to date?
Resolved – Cllrs confirmed all checks are up to date.

6.3     Whittle le Woods Primary School update from the Head Teacher
Outcome – Clerk explained she had received a response from the school asking for funding to extend the barrier between the pavement and the road along Preston Road.
Cllr Holmes asked if the clerk can respond to the Head teacher via email, asking can the children go onto the school playground with their children from 8:30pm, and must supervise their own children until the school doors open for the children to go in. Cllr Holmes explained that parents can go on the playground in the afternoon, but for some reason they cannot go on in the morning. This would keep the children safer.
Clerk will send an email to the head of Whittle le Woods Primary school. The clerk will provide am update to the Cllrs when received.






6.4    Hillside Crescent Verges
Update – Cllrs Briscoe said to the all councillors, could we not tarmac and remove the grass verges. It is mainly used for parking. Cllr Briscoe proposed tarmacking the verges and Cllr Evans Second it. 

6.5     Hanging Baskets
Update – Clerk explained to all Cllrs she had contacted businesses in Whittle le Woods to offer a free hanging basket and if they required any additional hanging baskets, they could purchase these at an additional cost. The Clerk has got all delivery details for all customers. 
The clerk will contact Pole Green where the hanging baskets are being purchased from to place the order and also ask if they will deliver to the individual Business’s. 
The clerk will invoice the businesses that are wanting to purchase additional hanging baskets.

7. Project Updates from Councillors
Update – Cllr Briscoe confirmed the signs are all made by Taylor and Taylor. Cllr Briscoe explained he had been painting the signs. Cllr Briscoe told the councillors that JJ O’Grady will put the signs up for free. Cllr Briscoe also said that JJ O’Grady will also put the street lighting up near the community shelter that was funded by the grant.
Cllr Briscoe presented a grant application from St Chad’s Bowling Club. 
Outcome: Cllr Briscoe proposed the amount asked for then Cllr Fogarty said we might need to check the budget first. 
Cllr Fogarty wanted to ensure everyone knew we only had a specific amount of funds for the grants.
Cllr Yates brought to the Cllrs attention regarding the funds we give to Whittle le Woods Playing fields had not been paid to them for 2025 and 2026. An amount of £1000 is due to them. Due to access to the banking system at the present time no funds can be paid until this is sorted.
Cllr Briscoe told Cllrs he felt like we needed two new flags without and not the crest. Cllr Fogarty asked how much will this cost, Cllr Briscoe said it will be around £150. Cllr Fogarty said it would have to come out the maintenance budget.
Cllr Holmes asked where are the flags going to be located? Cllr Evans said but if the signs have the crest on is it not better to also have the crest on the flag?
Cllr Evans brought to the Cllrs attention that the SpIDs are not working as they should. The SpID at the bottom of Langdale Road is showing that 85% of drivers are travelling at an average speed of 32 miles per hour. Cllr Evand presented the data to the Cllrs.
Cllr Holmes was concerned about a stone wall that had come down at the bottom of Cowell Lane, he asked can we do anything to sort this. The Chair advised Cllr Holmes to find out who owns the property by looking on the land register website. The confirmed there is a small charge of around £3 for this service. 
The Clerk was asked to chase the enforcement officer at Chorley regarding the issues we emailed him about regarding the cars parked on Churchill Carpark, with no car Tax, MOT or Insurance. We cannot contact anyone and there is no gate on the carpark. Also, the issue brought to our attention by a resident regarding Carwood Lane Hedgerow. 


The Chair asked for minutes of the previous meeting to be looked at by all Cllrs when the clerk issues them with the next agenda. If any Cllrs have any amendments, they need to email the clerk with the changes that need amending the Friday before the full council meeting, not at the meeting. Minutes from the previous meeting need signing off the following month. 
Outcome: Cllr Halliwell Proposed Cllr Holmes Second it
Clerk asked if the minutes can be recorded so that this will stop any information being missed when the clerk produces the minutes. Once minutes have been agreed at the following meeting, the recording will be deleted.
Cllr Holmes offered to help find a suitable version of recorder and also Cllr Evans offered his help. Cllr’s Agreed this proposal.

8.     Any Other Business:
8.1    Town Lane Bench
Update – The Clerk explained to the councillors that she had contacted highways and is awaiting a response. The clerk will chase.

9.      Matters of Information
Comment – None to report 
10.    Exclusions of Press
It is proposed that, because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the press and public are excluded from the forthcoming items of business – pursuant to section 1 (2) of the public bodies (Admission to Meetings)Act 1960 and defined in Paragraph1, Part 1 of Schedule 12A to local Government Act 1972.

10.1       HM Courts Claim update
Update: Ongoing with the HM Claims Court

Chair ended meeting at 9:10pm
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